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Just Sayin’ ...

Real Hoarders of Greene County

M

y name is Bekah
Cvetich, and I
am a hoarder. I
didn’t realize this until recently, but I can’t let go of
anything. I always knew I
liked to collect things … especially Facebook friends.
My current amount is
1,767, but I explain that Bekah Cvetich
completely unnecessary number away with the
fact that my goal is to get more than Dr. Brown
— who currently has 2,444, dang it. Not that
this is a good explanation; it basically just reveals that I have no life. Anyways, I didn’t realize that this so-called collecting in my life led to
hoarding — not until Fall Break.
My family is considering moving in the
next year, so my job over Fall Break was to
sort through everything left in my bedroom.
When my mom told me I needed to go through
all the clothes I left behind, I thought it would
be no big task. Thumbing through a few old
missions trip T-shirts and jeans I used to wear
before I met the soft serve machine at Chuck’s
wouldn’t kill me. But the seven full storage
bins of clothes my mother dragged out to the
living room almost did.
I don’t even understand how I kept some
of these items this long. I understand that some
fashion comes back in style, and I did find a
few pieces worth recycling into my wardrobe.
But some things will just never come back.
And thank the Lord. Was I really planning on
wearing those socks with the fuzzy frog heads
sticking out of the back of them again? Or that

red sweater with bell sleeves so big they could
compete with bellbottom jeans from the 60s?
Considering those special finds, I can’t believe
I hadn’t burned some of this by now.
But this little hoarding problem of mine
didn’t get scary until my mom brought out the
tote of “memorabilia” … all the random junk
I kept for some sentimental purpose. I found
piles of rocks I kept for who knows what reason — one was a chunk of asphalt I think I kept
because a guy I used to like kicked it once. But
that wasn’t even the most disturbing piece of
memorabilia. Eventually, I came across what
made me realize I had to fix my hoarding problem immediately: the toenail that fell off when
my mom dropped a bed on my toe. It was still
painted and everything.
After this traumatizing afternoon of sorting, I realized I have a real issue with letting go
of the past. I have always dealt with the problem of looking in the rearview mirror instead
of through the windshield; I tend to cling to
the events and pains of the past to the point
that they interfere with how I will progress into
my future. Many memories are worth keeping,
but I can’t hold onto them so tightly that they
crowd my future aspirations … or my future
bedroom space.
So after suppressing my gag reflex, I threw
my old toenail in the trash along with the
creepy stalker rock collection. I stuffed my old
clothes into a bag to donate to Goodwill. And
in the process, I packaged up all the memories
and problems of the past I had been holding on
to and laid them at the feet of Jesus, ready to
proceed to a less cluttered future.

Watch for a new issue of Cedars
every month.
Newsstands are located on the
upper and lower levels of the SSC.
More news is online at ReadCedars.com

Contact us at
cedars@cedarville.edu
More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com November 2011

calendar

Sunday
30

Monday
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31

Tuesday

1

Wednesday
2

Thursday

3

Friday
4

• Deficits and
Debt: A Moral
Perspective

• Women at Risk:
Jewelry Sale
• Grandparents Day

Saturday
5

• Open Dorms for
Parents Weekend
• An Evening of
Praise

Parents Weekend

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

• Ohio Heritage
Conference Fine
Arts Festival

• Students for Israel
- Laurel Leff

• Master Class with
poet John Drury
• Rinnova Coffee
Symposium

• Fair Trade-Chocolate Documentary
• Loving Monday
Seminar

• A Night at the
Movies

• CU Friday
• Emily Bush Senior
Theater Project
• Bach’s Lunch

• Turkey Trot 5K
Race
• Jr. Recital:
Brandi Hoffer and
Taylor Nelson

• Senior Recital:
Sarah Thompson
• Senior Recital:
Dave Kauffman

• Senior Recital:
Gabrielle
Sanfilippo

No Classes - Thanksgiving Break

27

28

29

30

1

2

3

• Classes Resume

Thanksgiving Break

Sporting Events

Music Events

Men’s Basketball:

Concerts:

Nov. 12 - Vs. Roberts Wesleyan

Nov. 4 - All Choral Concert

Nov. 15 - Vs. Mount Vernon Nazarene

Nov. 4 - Symphonic Band Concert

Nov. 19 - Vs. Salem International

Nov. 11 - Owl City Concert
Nov. 12 - CU Gospel Fest

Women’s Basketball:

Nov. 17 - Instrumental Chamber

Nov. 19 - Vs. Hillsdale

Music Concert
Nov. 18 - Bach’s Dinner w/

Cross Country:
Nov. 12 - NCCAA National Cross

CU Jazz Band
Nov. 21 - Brass Choir Concert

Country Championship
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Interruptions:
Nov. 3 - Eddie Liggit
Nov. 10 - Danielle Scarpone
and Friends
Nov. 17 - Mitch & Ryan

An Evening of Praise
with HeartSong,
OneVoice and Jubilate

Nov. 5
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CAMPUS NEWS

Brown Recluse Infestation Found False
by David Wright

A

mass fear of poisonous brown recluse
spiders has spread across Cedarville’s
campus after reported sightings in
Lawlor Hall. Since then, reports have poured
in from nearly every dorm on campus of spider sightings and killings.
The words “spider infestation” have spread throughout campus and spread panic
along with it. But according
to Cedarville’s resident insect
specialist, there are no brown
recluse spiders on campus at
this time.
Dick Cughan, head of
pest control at Cedarville
University, has examined
several spiders over the past
month that students and staff
have brought him.
“There are a lot of spiders
here on campus; very few bite
people,” Cughan said. Referring to brown recluse spiders,
he said, “I haven’t found any
yet.”
Cughan said this was his
first time dealing with spiders in his 11 years working
at Cedarville. Whenever he
was brought a possible brown
recluse or caught one himself, he examined it under a
microscope for identification.
So far, he said every spider he
has examined has not been a
brown recluse.
If he were to actually find
a brown recluse in a dorm,
Cughan said he would do
whatever it would take to get
rid of it.
“I would tear that room
apart,” he said, “go up above
the ceiling tile, treat that thoroughly with pesticide. I would vacuum all the cracks and crevices
I could find, because that sucks out the spiders
if they’re there. They’re like bed bugs; you have
to go in every crack and crevice to find them.”
He said he has received numerous e-mails
and work orders asking him to investigate the
possibility of spiders in the dorms. He has since
done his best to investigate the issue. However, Cughan said he believes the issue has been
“blown out of proportion” and that in every call
and e-mail he received, people thought “every
spider was a brown recluse.”
The first report came a few weeks ago
when Lawlor RA Doug Whitaker was hospitalized after discovering what was later reported
to be a brown recluse bite.
Whitaker said he woke up one morning

with an irritated spot on his knee. At first he ignored it, he said, but instead of improving, the
spot continued to grow worse until it had swollen up to three times its normal size. Whitaker
visited the emergency room at Greene Memorial Hospital in Xenia to have his knee examined. After hearing that the injury could be a
brown recluse bite, Whitaker
was given medication and has
since recovered.
At first, RAs throughout Lawlor were told to notify those in their units of the
possible infestation and that
these creatures should be
“killed on sight.”
After the first bite, talk of
poisonous spiders in Lawlor
began to travel around Cedarville. There were numerous claims of brown recluse
sightings and killings, although none were confirmed.
Students in dorms other
than Lawlor became afraid
the spiders were spreading
around campus. Dorms like
Brock, Willetts, Printy and
McChesney were also rumored to be “infested.”
Lawlor RD Robert Reid
said he spotted a spider on
the floor of his two young
children’s room. After killing
the spider, he brought it to be
examined; Cughan found it to
be a nonpoisonous grass spider, not a brown recluse.
John Filcik, a Lawlor
resident, said one night he
discovered a small bite on his
foot that looked like a mosquito bite. It started to itch,
and after all the fuss about
spider bites, he decided to get
it checked out. Filcik took a
midnight trip to Greene Memorial where doctors told him that the so-called spider bite was
just a pustule - basically a pimple.
Similarly, another Lawlor resident, Nate
Hills, had a swollen bite-looking mark that
he had checked out, and it turned out to be a
Staph infection.
The recent spider scare is something of an
anomaly at Cedarville. Most of Cughan’s work
has been dealing with bed bugs, he said. However, he also handles other pests like mice, raccoons, stray cats and squirrels. While his specialty is not spiders, he does have the credentials
to make the claim that no brown recluse spiders
are at Cedarville. In addition to his 11 years of
service at Cedarville, Cughan is certified by the
Ohio State Agricultural Department for certain
areas of pest control and has taken training at a

Dick Cughan,
head of pest
control at
Cedarville,
said he
believes the
issue has been
“blown out of
proportion”
and that in
every call
and e-mail
he received,
people thought
“every spider
was a brown
recluse.”
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Spider survival guide

How can I know if a spider is a brown
recluse?

The spiders will generally span from around
1/4 to 3/4 in. The most recognizable
feature of this species is the violin-shaped
pattern on its back. However, other species
of non-poisonous spider share this same
pattern. The best way to identify the spider
is by counting its eyes. Most all spiders
have eight eyes; the brown recluse has only
six.

How can I avoid being bitten?

This species will hide in areas that are dry
and hidden. Shoes, bed sheets and piles
of clothing are obvious places where they
might be attracted. They will generally only
bite when pressed up against skin. One
should check shoes or clothing before
putting them on, as well as sheets before
going to bed. Spider glue traps can also be
purchased to help catch possible Brown
Recluses. The Service Center should be
contacted concerning this.

What should I do if I think I’ve been
bitten?

However slim, there is a chance that a mark
could be the bite of a brown recluse. At first
the mark will look like nothing more than
a mosquito bite. But if after a day or two
the wound continues to grow and swelling
begins to occur, the person should take a
trip to a local ER to get it checked out. This
is important, as an untreated bite can prove
fatal.

What do I do if I think I’ve found one?

If a student thinks they have found one,
they should first try to trap it alive for
examination. This can be done using a cup
or a plastic bag. The spider should then
be brought to Dick Cughan at the Service
Center to have it inspected. If trapping is
not an option, killing and then bringing the
spider (assuming it is still recognizable) is
also helpful. Students can reach Cughan by
calling 937-766-4530 or e-mailing him at
cughanr@cedarville.edu.
Dayton extension of Ohio State University. This
training has helped him to work with a broad
range of pests and use of pesticides.
Despite all the commotion concerning the
spider infestation, Cughan said, it seems at
most much less of a problem than people believed it to be, if not nonexistent. Many RDs
are working with their students on not getting
too concerned and hoping that the issue will
not be hyped more than it is already.
“I’d be happy to find a brown recluse, but
I really wouldn’t be,” Cughan said. “I’d rather
it be a false alarm.”

More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com November 2011
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Resound Radio Launches with New
Format and Programming
by Bekah Cvetich

R

esound Radio 2.0 launched Oct. 17.
Finally, the graffiti-painted cardboard
came down from the radio station windows, and music filled the lower SSC again. But
the music this year is different, and according
to Resound staff, so is almost everything else
about the station.
Kyle Knudtson, Resound’s program director and show host overseer, said a survey
research class performed a study last year on
what kind of Christian music students want to
listen to. Worship music won by 17 percent.
“The worship genre had a lot of people
listening to it,” Knudtson said, “so we changed
our format to match that.”
However, Nina Prozzo, Resound’s brand
manager, said Resound staff prefer that students don’t call Resound’s new music “worship
music.” She said it isn’t only the music students would hear in chapel or church; they call
the new music “Resound Sound” and define it
as encouraging and uplifting music, not necessarily the traditional worship music.
“Our mission is to be authentic,” Prozzo
said. “Our music is very real and reflects the
struggles we really face as Christians but how
we can praise God through those times.”
Prozzo said the new format, inspired by
the genre of music, centers on “enriching the
spiritual lives of the students and challenging
their faith.” Resound strives to fulfill that mission in all they do, not just through their music, Prozzo said.
The features Resound airs and plans to
implement in the future reflect that as well.
Callan Yeates, Resound’s production department head, said Resound will be keeping some
of its former features like “Verse of the Day,”
where Resound asks students what their favorite verse is and why. Chapel
recaps will also return, but
new features will be added as
well.
One new feature will be
“Sidewalk Talk,” where Resound staff will ask random
students a question for the
day, such as what their favorite Cedarville experience is.
That way, Yeates said, the radio station can find out what
is important to its listeners.
“We want to encourage
students in their Christian
walk as well as integrate their
daily lives into what we do
here in the station,” he said.
“We want to bring up those
important issues and reach

them on a very personal level.”
Dr. Brown will also have a feature on Resound, Yeates said. It will be a two- to threeminute reflection or outlook on the culture and
what is happening in the world.
Resound will also incorporate some devotional-like features into its content, Yeates
said. One will be a mini-daily devotional called
“Inspirational Vitamins” from Bill Randolph,
a current campus safety director. Another will
be a two- to three-minute message for students
from Apex’s Rob Turner.
“These will be more heart-to-heart features,” Yeates said.
In addition to these features, two new
shows have been added to the Resound lineup.
“Monday Night Mayhem,” hosted by Knudtson
and airing on Mondays from 8-9 p.m., is basically a game show, Knudtson said. He will host
several contests that are fun but reveal something about Cedarville that students might not
have known before.
“It is entertaining but in a subliminal way,
showing the student body what there is out
there as well … like Mary Poppins. ‘A spoonful
of sugar helps the medicine go down,’” Knudtson said.
The next addition is a morning show called “Amp Up with
Rebie and Jake” with show hosts
Rebecca Scarpone and Jake
Townsend. It airs every morning
from 7-9.
“It is a very good mixture of
information and entertainment,”
Knudtson said. “They are very
funny and very knowledgeable.
They will keep you awake and
wake you up very fast. They will
be sure you are waking up with all
the best contests and guests.”

November 2011 More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com

Townsend said they like to have fun on
their show but still be serious about their faith
in the process. The fun part is no problem, he
said, since he and Scarpone have known each
other since 6th grade and enjoy bantering back
and forth.
“I hope listeners can grow closer to God
through it and just enjoy music and enjoy life
with us,” Townsend said. “We are all about living life with them.”
As Resound 2.0 proceeds further into
its maiden voyage, Knudtson said he has big
dreams for the radio station.
“We want people to listen to Resound and
not just be entertained; we also want to encourage the student body,” Knudtson said.
“I know a lot of students here have come
from a lot of different scenarios and walked a
lot of different paths before coming here. We
just want to use Resound to encourage them
and to enrich them so they can grow closer to
the Lord in all they do. We want to help the
student body in any way we can with their walk
with the Lord, through our music, programming, production and features. We want to
show the students that we do care about them.”

Photos by Andrew Bash
Kyle Knudtson (above) DJ’s at Resound
and Chris Votlz (left) sits down for an
interview.
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Dayton Passes Plan To Make City
More Immigrant-Friendly
by Zack Anderson

C

edarville University’s recent G92 Immigration Conference isn’t the only way
the southwestern Ohio community is
responding to the immigration issue. Dayton
unanimously passed a plan recently to make
the city more immigrant-friendly. The plan is
called Welcome Dayton.
Welcome Dayton hopes to make Dayton
more immigrant-friendly in four main areas:
business and economic development; local
government and the justice system; social and
health services; and community, culture, arts
and education.
Dayton City Commissioner Matt Joseph
said there are two reasons for the plan — a
practical reason and an idealistic reason. The
practical reason deals with helping Dayton improve economically and create jobs. In addition, the plan will help increase the population
of Dayton. According to the Welcome Dayton
report, a decrease in the city’s population has
already increased the percentages of immigrants and refugees in Dayton.
The idealistic reason for the plan, Joseph
said, is to welcome newcomers and treat them
kindly because that is what America is about.
Dayton Mayor Gary Leitzell said he hopes the
community embraces this attitude.
“The Welcome Dayton plan leaves federal
immigration law enforcement to the feds, and
instead focuses on making our community
one that treats all people kindly, fairly and humanely,” Leitzell said.
Abigail Eustace, a Cedarville student who
has lived in the Dayton area her entire life, said
the plan is a good idea and that she has noticed
that Dayton needs help economically.
“If you’re walking around on a Saturday,
it feels like the entire place is asleep,” Eustace
said of downtown Dayton. “But there’s still
skyscrapers and stuff, but it’s just not a very
active downtown.”
Dean for Student Life Programs Jon Purple, who has lived in the Miami Valley area for
20 years, agrees with Eustace that Welcome
Dayton is a good plan. He said he was surprised Leitzell came out and fully supported
the plan because of the illegal immigration issue being such a sensitive topic in politics. But
Purple said that if the city wants to survive,
Welcome Dayton will help.
“I think it is probably the only answer to
the shrinking city of Dayton,” Purple said.
Although Dayton wants to attract more
immigrants, immigrants are already living
in the city. One group in Dayton, the Ahiska
Turks, is the reason the plan started, Leitzell
said. The Ahiska Turks is a refugee group from
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Photo courtesy of www.east-end.org
Downtown Dayton needs help economically, Abigail Eustace, a Cedarville student who has lived in
the Dayton area her entire life, said.
around Russia that has been revitalizing the
Old North Dayton neighborhood.
“We developed this program around helping them,” Lietzell said, “but we also found out
we had people from Nigeria, Somalia, Rwanda,
Korea, the Philippines here as well as Hispanics, and we just basically concluded that since
they are two times more likely to succeed at
small business, that we ought to reach out and
facilitate their success here.”
And that success has not gone unnoticed.
Krystal Wooliver, a Cedarville student who
lives in Old North Dayton, said she has noticed
Ahiska Turkish immigrants fixing abandoned
houses and making the neighborhood look
nicer.
“It seems like the immigrants are taking
more pride in the community than the citizens
who have been there for quite some time,”
Wooliver said. She has gotten to know one
of these immigrants, a lady her age who lives
across the street from her grandmother.
“It’s been a slow process, but I usually talk
with her twice a week,” Wooliver said.
In addition to fixing up houses, the Ahiska
Turks are changing the landscape of Dayton.
They are working with Ohio State University
and the city of Dayton on the Vacant to Vibrant

urban farming initiative. The Ahiska Turks are
farming vacant land within the city limits of
Dayton.
Randy Chestnut, church planter strategist
for the Miami Valley Baptist Association who
spoke at the G92 conference about his work
with the Ahiska Turks, helped the group get
involved with the Vacant to Vibrant project.
He is originally from Old North Dayton and
moved back there from Cleveland about a year
ago.
“I’d been praying for a few years about
engaging with an unreached people group in
North America, and God directed me to get
in contact with a leader of the Ahiska Turkish
community center,” Chestnut said.
He wanted to see what he could do to help
them. Though Chestnut said he thought they
might need food or clothing, he actually found
out they needed jobs and English as a Second
Language (ESL) training.
The urban farming project is helping with
jobs, and Welcome Dayton may end up helping with the language barrier the people — who
mostly speak Turkish and read and write Russian — have to deal with.
The plan aims to help all immigrants deal
with the language barrier in a number of ways.
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It calls for volunteer or employed interpreters
to be available to help immigrants deal with
the government and with medical appointments. The plan also says written material
used in the justice system should be translated
into other languages.
Chestnut said the language barrier for the
Ahiska Turks affects their chances of getting a
job.
“They are under somewhat of a mandate
because of the refugee status to get their English
classes in in a certain amount of time, so right
now there’s a significant need for more ESL
workers,” Chestnut said. He is working with
Purple to get Cedarville students involved in this.
While Chestnut, Eustace, Wooliver and
Purple all think Welcome Dayton is a good
idea, they are not sure everyone is going to
agree about it. Eustace said just making a new
policy is not going to solve all the problems.
“It is maybe a step in the right direction,
but you probably need other things to be go-

ing on as well like in both public and private
schools, maybe more education about diversity
and against racism and things like that,” she
said.
One part of Welcome Dayton Eustace
thinks people might not care for is a recommendation to create municipal ID cards for
those who cannot get any other form of identification. This card would not take into account
a person’s immigration status.
Eustace said she thinks the ID cards could
help keep immigrants from being mistreated,
like when employers withhold wages from them.
“I can see why some people wouldn’t support it, but on the other hand I think it’s a step
in the right direction just for people not to be
exploited,” Eustace said.
Wooliver said Dayton citizens need to be
more aware of the plan and what is going on.
“I think if this plan is going to work that
they need to not only focus on the immigrants,
but also on letting the American people, or citi-

zens of Dayton know about the plan and get it
out more, publicize it,” she said.
Even if they know about the plan and that
more immigrants may be coming to Dayton,
people still may not approve of it. Purple said
that not everyone may like having immigrants
for neighbors if they can’t communicate with
them or if they do things that are out of the
norm of American culture. As more immigrants come, Purple said people must realize
they need to be more understanding with people who can’t communicate with them.
“I’ve think we’ve got to be much more patient, be kinder to people who may not dress,
speak and act like us,” Purple said.
Dayton officials said Welcome Dayton
needs funding to support it, and it needs volunteers because the city will probably just pay
one employee to be in charge of the plan. The
city hopes to implement Welcome Dayton by
the end of the year.

The Welcome Dayton plan hopes to make the city more immigrant friendly in four
broad categories. Here is a sampling of some of the things laid out in the plan.
Social and Health Services
• Establish a website specific
to immigrant populations that
lists health and social service
information.
• Create training of volunteers
to serve as interpreters. Also,
develop a resource center
or database of volunteer
interpreters for medical and/or
social service appointments
• Advocate for immigrant
friendly laws at the state and
federal levels through the city
and county lobbying efforts.

Business and Economic
Development
• Focus on East Third Street
between Keowee Street and
Linden Avenue as an initial
international market place for
immigrant entrepreneurship.
• Create a community-wide
campaign around immigrant
entrepreneurship.

Community, Culture, Arts
and Education

Local Government and
Justice System

• Establish a “Cultural Brokers”
training program, possibly
through quarterly seminars, that
sensitizes community volunteers
and public agency workers to the
cultural barriers experienced by
immigrants.
• Build a database of ESL and
literacy tutors to volunteer in
existing/expanded programs.
• Partner with existing
programs such as Streetpeace
and the Peace Academy as
a base for involving other
community partners working
with school aged youth.
• Establish a Global Dayton
Soccer event with participants
representing the cultural and
ethnic diversity of Dayton.

• Promote increased access to
government services for Dayton’s
residents who are limited English
proficient by having language
services available.
• Adopt law enforcement
policies that are “immigrantfriendly” throughout the greater
Dayton area.
• Implement a municipal
identification card program
for community residents who
are not eligible for any other
accepted identifying document.

November 2011 More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com
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Obama’s Re-election Prospects
President Obama says odds of winning election higher than in 2008
by John Filcik

T

hree years ago, President-elect
Barack Obama stood on a stage in
Grant Park in Chicago with his wife
and children and delivered his victory
speech in front of thousands of loyal followers.
“It’s been a long time coming,” Obama
said, “but tonight, because of what we did
on this date in this election at this defining
moment, change has come to America.”
President Barack Obama emphasized
change in his 2008 race for the White
House; for the 2012 presidential election,
he may focus his campaign on the change
that he has accomplished. But Americans
are divided as to whether they think that
change has been good or bad.
“Over the past eight years, we’ve seen
a change in the wind,” Laura Smith, a Cedarville student and political moderate,
said. “At the end of George Bush’s eightyear term in 2008, the American public
was fed up with Republican control, which
is why they voted for Obama. But, with
all the perceived Democratic Party flaws
in 2010, the American people voted in a
majority Republican House of Representatives. So this year, it really is a toss-up.”
As in 2008, one concern in 2012 will
be the economy. When Obama was sworn
in as president, unemployment stood at
7.6 percent. Now almost three years later,
unemployment has increased to 9.1 percent. No president in modern history has
ever been re-elected with such high unemployment numbers.
For many Democrats, this is reason
to worry about Obama’s re-election prospects. However, Vice President Joseph
Biden has stated that, though some emPhoto courtesy of istockphoto.com
ployment numbers might not indicate a
strengthening economy, without the 2009 President Barack Obama campaigns for a U.S. Senator in Nevada in 2010. Obama said he has a greater
stimulus bill, “we would be in a position chance of winning the presidential election in 2012 than he did in 2008.
now where we would be in a double dip
recession some time ago.”
W. Bush based his 2004 re-election campaign ing event.
Melody Fisher, a Cedarville student who on the rationale that “you don’t change horses
Few in 2008 thought that a long-shot,
plans on voting for Obama in 2012, echoed midstream.”
first-term senator with no chief-executive exBiden’s sentiments.
Obama may use similar rhetoric, hoping perience would defeat Hillary Clinton, the
“The economic situation might not be voters will realize there is still more work to woman lauded for years as the next great
ideal at the moment, but I don’t think it would be done and that the change he promised may Democratic president. And even fewer thought
have been any better under anyone else’s poli- take longer than expected to implement. Addi- that the same man would go on to win the gencies,” Fisher said.
tionally, the Obama administration blames the eral election in an electoral landslide. Though
Other issues such as the war on terrorism perceived lack of progress over the last couple it is debatable what his odds will be in 2012,
will undoubtedly play a role in the election.
years on partisanship by both Republicans and the political landscape has drastically changed
“Osama Bin Laden’s death is a loose end Democrats in Congress.
since 2008. No longer a blank slate, Obama
from the Bush administration that is now conDespite unemployment numbers and will likely spend most of his time defending his
sidered tied,” Smith said.
some polls, Obama remains consistently opti- White House record as opposed to criticizing
In 2008, Obama’s opponents consistently mistic about the probability of his reelection.
President Bush’s. If his record is defendable —
attacked him for his lack of executive experi“The odds of me being re-elected are much and his supporters think it is — Obama may be
ence. This time, Obama’s experience may be higher than the odds of me being elected in the able to ride the wave of incumbency to victory
his biggest strength. Former President George first place,” Obama stated at a recent fundrais- a year from now.
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Republican Presidential Candidate Is A Toss-up
by Mary Miller

Michele Bachmannn, R-Minn., states that her
plan to repeal the Patient Protection and Afith the 2012 presidential election fordable Care Act will add $1 trillion to the
a year away, the Republican Party federal budget. She also proposes to stabilize
is surveying its options for a can- Medicare for future generations.
didate, and Republicans at Cedarville are no
Bachmann is a likeable candidate with a
exception.
consistent conservative background in ConThe GOP primary contest is still wide gress. Her direct approach to the economy
open with no clear leader. But much can hap- comes from her background as a federal tax
pen in 12 months. Ben Graham, president of litigation attorney. However, recent polls
the College Republicans at Cedarville, said, show the public’s view of Bachmann to be
“Mitt Romney has been the front-runner “too inexperienced” for the presidency.
from the beginning, so he is still a top conEven more inexperienced than Bachtender. However, Rudy Giuliani was at 29 mann, Herman Cain is a complete newcomer
percent this time last cycle,
to politics. Cain worked his
and he fell flat on his face.”
up from a position as a
“I think the most way
Some polls show that
civilian employee for the U.S.
President Barack Obama’s
obvious issue in Navy to being a head executive
approval rating is dropping.
Coca-Cola, Pillsbury and
the Presidential for
A recent Gallup poll showed
Godfather’s Pizza. He is also
this rating as 38 percent, and
the former chairman of the
election is the
the same poll also showed
Federal Reserve Bank of Kaneconomy.”
that a majority of voters
sas City. While seen by some
would choose a GOP candias a liability, his lack of poCaleb Klay
date over President Obama
litical experience has endeared
if the presidential election
Cain to many voters. He arCollege Republicans
were held today.
gues for tort reform to prevent
College Republican Anfrivolous malpractice lawsuits
drea VanMeter said she thinks President and equality for individuals under the tax code.
Obama has not fixed the country’s biggest isRomney, who was a candidate in the
sues.
2008 Republican primaries, brings cam“People are disappointed that the econ- paigning experience and a presidential aura
omy problems have not been solved,” Van- that gives voters a sense of confidence. His
Meter said. “He has not done what he said he Mormon faith does not appear to be much of
would with the troops, and he has not been an obstacle to the conservative base he is tryable to create jobs.”
ing to attract. However, one issue may bother
However, as Caleb Klay, another College voters searching for a president with a differRepublican, pointed out, there is no easy road ent direction than Obama’s administration:
to the presidency for any Republican.
Romney signed a healthcare initiative into
“The President is an incredibly talented law in Massachusetts that is similar to Presispeaker and holds charismatic abilities that dent Obama’s healthcare plan.
will win him votes,” Klay said. “If Barack
Texas Governor Rick Perry has had a
Obama continues to speak and campaign strong start on the campaign trail. His experiwell, it might be difficult for a Republican to ence as an executive and the longest continuwin.”
ously serving governor in the U.S. is invaluable.
What remains to be seen is whether the However, Perry has recently slipped in polls bepresidential candidates can address the is- cause of weak performances in public debates,
sues most vital to voters. One issue on voters’ leading some to question whether he would be
minds is the economy.
the best candidate to run against a president
“I think the most obvious issue in the with strong, persuasive speaking skills.
Presidential election is the economy,” Klay
Former Sen. Rick Santorum, R-Penn.,
said. “The unemployment rate is at 9.1 per- and candidates Newt Gingrich and Rep. Ron
cent, and the USA is in debt. Barack Obama Paul round out the list of GOP candidates.
has incurred $4 trillion of that.”
Paul, R-Texas, is known for his pro-life, proThe candidates have offered various family and pro-Constitution stances. While
plans, from former Massachusetts governor Paul is able to raise a considerable amount
Mitt Romney’s idea to create jobs at home of money from a loyal base of supporters, he
through opening markets abroad, to Texas has never been able to break into the line of
governor Rick Perry’s plan to create jobs by frontrunners. Gingrich, the conservative forexpanding oil and natural gas exploration.
mer Speaker of the House, and Santorum are
Another concern voters have is health- currently polling very low and would have to
care. Virtually all Republican candidates make major comebacks to be considered vihave stated that they will repeal President able in this primary battle. However, they are
Obama’s healthcare plan. How they differ lies both potential options as a running mate of
in what they will do to replace the policy. Rep. the eventual GOP nominee.

W
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Top 2012
Republican Candidates
Mitt Romney

Rick Perry

Former Mass. governor
Detroit, Mich.
Major Issues:
Jobs — Open markets
abroad to create jobs
at home

Governor of Texas
Paint Creek, Texas
Major Issues:
Jobs — Create jobs
through expanded oil
and gas exploration

Fiscal responsibility —
End deficit spending

Healthcare — Repeal
Obama’s healthcare
law and stimulate job
creation so most
Americans are covered
by employer-sponsored health plans

Michelle Bachman

Herman Cain

U.S. Rep. from Minn.
Waterloo, Iowa
Major Issues:
Jobs — Cut spending, reduce taxes and
discard our convoluted Internal Revenue
Code, which impedes
company investment
Economy — Will not
raise debt ceiling
unless legislation
also repeals Obama’s
healthcare law, adding $1 trillion to the
budget

Business executive

Ron Paul

Rick Santorum

U.S. Rep. from Texas
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Major Issues:
Abortion — Repeal
Roe v. Wade, define
life as conception and
prevent taxpayer funds
from being used for
abortions or Planned
Parenthood

Former Penn. Senator
Winchester, Va.
Major Issues:
Abortion — Outlaw
partial birth abortion
and pass the “Born
Alive Infant Protection
Act”
Economy — Opposes
Wall Street bailouts
and stimulus programs
of the previous two
administrations

Economy — Eliminate
the income, capital
gains and death taxes

Memphis, Tenn.
Major Issues:
Economy — Implement
his 9-9-9 plan: 9 percent business flat tax,
9 percent individual
flat tax, 9 percent national flat tax (replaces
state sales taxes)
Immigration — Secure
the border, enforce
existing laws and
promote the existing
path to citizenship
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Cedarville Prof Tells Missionary’s Story
Professor Rebecca Baker writes book on Cedarville alum Nadine Hennesey
by Lindsay McGee

I

n her co-authored book, “When You Don’t
See His Plan,” Professor Rebecca Baker
worked with missionary Nadine Hennesey
to tell the woman’s traumatic but redemptive
story.
“Somebody has got to write this story,”
Baker said she thought the moment Hennesey
finished speaking at Baker’s church. “Nadine’s
story grabbed me. It’s something that is happening right now. It isn’t just a missionary
story from the past.”
At the time, Baker, who teaches theatre,
had no idea God would choose her to share
such an extraordinary message through a nationally published book.
Hennesey’s tale is one of heart-wrenching
misfortune. At age 25, she lost her husband to
cardiac arrest only three weeks before their
first anniversary. To further complicate matters, Hennesey was four months pregnant with
a baby girl. As a single mother-to-be, she felt
entirely alone and abandoned.
“Her faith changed after that,” Baker said.
“She still believed in God, but for the first time
in her life, she wasn’t sure she could trust
Him.”
During this time of hardship, Hennesey
kept a private journal. When Baker began
working on telling this story, Hennesey allowed Baker to read her writing. These journals were prayers begging God to provide
answers to her questions. One entry reads, “I
loved him, and You took him away. It’s as if
seeing all my dreams come true was a joke.
You may be laughing. I’m not.”
Baker said that passages from the book
vividly portray Hennesey’s fear and belief that
she might never get past this sorrow. However,
there was another pressing matter: her unborn
child. Hennesey was not sure that she would
be able to love and care for their new baby on
her own. Baker said that on the day Hennesey’s
daughter was born, Hennesey discovered that
God was at work inside her heart.
“God was calling her back into the game
as a single mother,” Baker said, “and Hennesey
could not resist.”
Hennesey named their daughter Lydia,
her husband Ed’s chosen name. Looking into
her daughter’s eyes — Ed’s eyes — she realized
in that moment that she was a part of something much bigger than her own story.
According to Baker, the book sought to
capture the idea that Hennesey’s daughter
would not be fatherless because she is a child
of God the Father. Hennesey felt that God had
prepared her to accomplish His will.
God showed Hennesey what she needed
to do. She had received a mission request from
Peru, where a temporary teacher was needed.
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she know, God was not finished with her yet. He was
still working on preparing
her heart for loving other
children who had lost parents just like Lydia.
Baker said, “The biggest question, which Nadine
would persistently ask, was
this: ‘Can I do it as a single
mother?’ And God continued to prove to her that she
could.”
Hennesey was brought
to an orphanage in Albania,
where she was given the
chance to teach and love foster children. She taught that
no child could be without a
father, for there is a Heavenly Father who loves and
cares for all. After two flourishing years, Hennesey was
called into the broken, wartorn community of Kosovo,
where hundreds of children
were left stranded and alone.
Photo by Christi Peterson
“Hennesey knew that
Professor Rebecca Baker says Nadine Hennesey’s story grabbed
she still needed to focus
her after Hennesey came to speak at her church.
her efforts on children,”
Baker said. Hennesey was hopeful to provide
a learning center for these children, as well
as help the dozens of women widowed by the
war, many of whom had no choice but to sell
their bodies. These needs inspired Hennesey
to immediate action.
“Pieces of the puzzle seemed clearly in
place,” Baker said. “She had come as a teacher,
and as a widow, raising her own child, just as
these women were.”
After three years in Kosovo, Hennesey successfully opened a children’s school, The House
of Laughter, and established a support program
for widows within the community, providing a
safe haven and work opportunities.
“Nadine’s work in Kosovo is still in progress,” Baker said, stating further that Hennesey’s current project, The Kosovar Leadership Academy, is in need of construction
funding. Half of the book’s proceeds will go
toward funding this and other projects.
Baker is hopeful that Hennesey’s transformation story will inspire students to see how
God can be working in their lives. Baker’s goal
in writing her book was to “reflect Nadine’s
Wanting to honor her husband’s dream and pas- voice and to write from her heart.”
sion for missionary work, Hennesey gratefully
She hopes that the book can also be an
accepted the position. She and her daughter encouragement for single mothers who are
moved to Peru, where she spent an entire year raising children, young adults who have grown
teaching the daughter of a missionary couple.
up without a parent and in general, Christians
Hennesey returned from her stay in Peru young and old who are yearning to serve Christ
feeling rejuvenated and awakened. Little did by serving His children.
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iPads Simplify Work for Students, Staff
by Zack Anderson

are apps out there to do that, but I
haven’t discovered them yet.”
teve Jobs, former CEO of ApElliott has the idea of using
ple, Inc., died Oct. 5, but his
the iPad for more than just coninfluence and the influence
trolling a presentation. He said
of the company he co-founded live
things that are being done on the
on at Cedarville University in the
iPad could be used as examples
form of one of Apple’s newest deof ideas a class is talking about.
vices — the iPad.
He gave the example of a Trident
“I find that it’s changed the
Gum advertisement application
way that I think about the world.
that lets you create different types
I take it with me everywhere,”
of sounds.
Chuck Elliott, chair of the DepartElectronic textbooks could be
ment of Media and Applied Comanother use for iPads in the classmunications, said.
room, Schanely said. He said the
Every faculty member in El“verdict is out” whether students
liott’s department received an
are willing to give up printed textiPad this summer, and he says
books for electronic ones.
they have responded well to the
“There’s
just
something
new device.
about that physical-ness of a paThe Center for Teaching and
per book,” he said.
Learning also bought iPads this
The way a textbook is used
summer for its full-time employmight make more sense for it to
ees. Phil Schanely, manager, said
be electronic instead of printed.
he saw the device “explode” in adMarc Sweeney, Dean of the School
ministrative meetings.
of Pharmacy, is looking at using
“By the end of the summer, I
electronic versions of pharmacy
Photo by Andrew Bash
felt like in most of the administratextbooks on the iPad.
tive level meetings I was in people April Bennett, an instructional communication designer at the Center for
Associate Vice President for
Teaching and Learning, is one of the many people on campus using an iPad.
were using them,” Schanely said.
Technology and Chief InformaAnd this is because members
too, and there may be more of this to come,
tion Officer David Rotman said
of the Academic Council, the top academic ad- Schanely said. He said several employees of Sweeney has a good case. Rotman said that one
ministrators at Cedarville, all received iPads the Center for Teaching and Learning who also pharmacy textbook is four to five inches thick
this summer if they didn’t already own one. teach at Cedarville have been using the devices and weighs 10-15 pounds. The book is not read
A common use of the iPad for the Academic to run presentations during class. They also cover-to-cover but is only used for looking up
Council is for sharing files they all need at have been working with Professor of Commu- information.
meetings.
nication Mike Lopez to use the device to grade
“It seems in that case, electronic searching
“We just all bring our iPads to those meet- speeches. Besides those two things, Schanely would be a real advantage as opposed to the
ings,” Pamela Johnson, Assistant Academic said they are still in the early stages of using paper index,” Rotman said.
Vice President and Dean of the College of the device in the classroom.
While iPads may save trees and have inHealth Professions, said of several summer
“We’re really just still trying to figure out novative uses in the classroom, users of the
retreats.
really primarily how many people have them device at Cedarville understand they can have
She said viewing the files on the iPads in- and want to use them in the classroom, and some fun with them too. Rotman said he does
stead of printing them off has “saved a ton of then from there what appropriate uses would a little game-playing as well as some personal
paper already.”
be,” Schanely said.
web-surfing on the iPad. Elliott said it is easy
Elliott’s department uses the iPad at
Schanely does think the iPad has poten- to get distracted on the device.
meetings in a different way. They use it to vid- tial for educational purposes. He said the iPad
“I told my faculty ‘No Angry Birds,’” he
eo-chat with Senior Professor of Communica- could be used to carry around lecture notes and said, later admitting that he had tried the
tions Deborah Haffey, who is in Washington, possibly to allow professors to move around popular game himself. Elliott also enjoys using
D.C., for the D.C. Semester. Elliott said this is while they are lecturing so they do not have to Google Earth on the iPad.
sit at the computer to control the presentation.
“seamless communication.”
“There’s all the regular stuff that because
But iPads at Cedarville are being used in
“I envision a day when one would be able of the beauty of the technology, you can just
more places than just the conference room. to wirelessly control their presentation from get lost in it,” he said. “That’s the key - not getThey have gotten some use in the classroom their iPad,” Schanely said. “I imagine there ting lost in technology.”

S

“I envision a day when one would be able to
wirelessly control their presentation from their iPad.”
Phil Schanely

Center for Teaching and Learning
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Students Act As Extras In Clooney Film
Cedarville students take unique opportunity to partcipate in ‘The Ides of March’

by Rose Havard

I

n March of last year, Sarah Brown, theatre major and 2010 graduate, was sent a
text message at 11 p.m. to three other students — Stephanie Anderson, Katy Russell and
Naomi Haney, who received the text at 2 a.m.
Brown, who was working for acting agency
P.C. Gunner, needed people. The last-minute
text held a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity:
“Can you come be an extra in a George Clooney movie?”
All three were ready to go by six the next
morning. The only thing they knew about the
film, other than its famous leading man, was
that it was going to be a political thriller titled
“The Ides of March.”
The film, which Clooney also directed and
co-wrote, was released Oct. 7. The
story centers on a
presidential candidate, Mike Morris, and his young
communications
director, Stephen
Meyers,
during
the Ohio primary.
Clooney’s character is the ideal liberal democrat, and
Meyers, played by
Ryan Gosling, is
the sincere idealist. Running a brisk 98 minutes, “The Ides of
March” has been praised for excellent acting
but also criticized for lack of true substance
and the vagueness of its commentary on realworld politics.
The impromptu extras from Cedarville
were featured in the first few minutes of the
major film. They traveled to Miami University
in nearby Oxford, Ohio, where crews filmed a
debate scene between Clooney’s character and
his rival, Senator Pullman, played by Michael
Mantell.
“It was a lot of hurry-up-and-wait,” said
Russell, who was on the set for two days. First,
she said, she had to wait in the registration
line, which was followed by the costume line
and breakfast.
The girls then waited for the shuttle to
take them to the shooting site. And when they
arrived, she said, they waited again for the
sleep-deprived crew to set up lights, cameras
and scene pieces.
In the actual scene, they had few responsibilities.
“We sat. We clapped, too,” Haney said.
The extras rooted for their assigned candidates
as they bantered across podiums.
“It didn’t take any talent whatsoever, but
it was fun,” Anderson said.
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From left, Katy Russell, Stephanie Anderson and Naomi Haney were extras supporting the
presidential candidates in “The Ides of March.”

“It didn’t take any
talent whatsoever,
but it was fun!”
Stephanie Anderson

“I saw Katy and me
— definitely her red
hair and me with my
V-neck shirt on.”
Naomi Haney

On watching the movie
for the first time
During breaks when the crew had to re-set
for different angles, Clooney would joke with
the crowd.
“It was St. Patrick’s Day, or ‘green beer’
day, so he kept making jokes to us about it

because we’re college kids,” Anderson said.
“Since he also directed things, he’d cut the
scene by saying or doing something ridiculous,
or he’d just start improvising.”
Seven months later, Russell and Haney
went to see themselves in “The Ides of March.”
“I saw Katy and me — definitely her red
hair and me with my V-neck shirt on,” Haney
said.
Russell enjoyed the film, but did not see
herself.
“The scene is showing on a video screen
in the headquarters of George Clooney’s campaign force team, and they’re discussing how
well he’s doing,” Russell said. “But it happened
so quickly.”
Russell said she thought it was an interesting film that had more artistic elements than a
mainstream movie, as if it belonged in a film
festival. She anticipates “The Ides of March”
will be up for some awards for the superb acting and overall quality of the film.
“It’s a multi-layered plot and politically
very deep, with lots of deception — how people
use people,” Russell said.
During the shooting, the extras were
not allowed to bring cameras on set, but the
girls did get pictures with the campaign bus.
Now that “The Ides of March” is out, they can
proudly display their proof of involvement in
the first few minutes of this big-budget film.
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Music Review: Switchfoot’s ‘Vice Verses’
by Becca Powlus

S

ince 1996 Switchfoot has been providing
quality music to both the Christian and
secular scenes. Through their successes
and failures over the past decade and a half,
the band has managed to maintain a solid fan
base as they continue to progress in their music and their lives.
Their newest album, “Vice Verses,” released on Sept. 27, takes the listener on a musical journey of melody and emotion that has
become an integral part of the Switchfoot tradition. From the first track “Afterlife” onward,
passion and honesty rise as Jon Foreman
voices the zealous cry, “I’m ready now; I’m not
waiting for the afterlife.”
The album sports a decent variety of style,
ranging from the soft and smooth sound of
“Souvenirs” and “Thrive” to the power-charged
anthems of “Dark Horses” and “Afterlife” to
the almost electronic rap-like selections of
“The War Inside” and “Selling the News.” This
variety adds flavor to the album and furthers
the band’s credibility as professionals in its

field, not to mention it’s just downright fun to
listen to.
Lyrically, “Vice Verses” is solid. Foreman
has a way of translating emotion, thought, and
struggle into beautifully crafted words and
phrases. The title track echoes a theme of the
album, that “every blessing comes with a set of
curses” and asks hard questions that mankind
has struggled with for ages: “Where is God in
the earthquake?/Where is God in the genocide?/ Where are you in my broken heart?” Yet
the album has another theme: hope exists even
in the midst of confusion. This exists in lines
such as “Born for the blue skies/We’ll survive
the rain/Born for the sunrise/We’ll survive the
pain” and “I know that there’s a meaning to
it all.” The band delivers these messages with
complete sincerity that is neither trite nor out
of place.
The final track, “Where I Belong,” is a
sound conclusion to the musical journey of the
album as it focuses on the hope that Christians
have when they leave this world and finally arrive in a world where they belong.
From start to finish, “Vice Verses” lives

up to the standard of previous Switchfoot records. The only valid complaint concerning
this album is the fact that it eventually ends.
But that’s where the “replay” button comes in
handy.

Movie Review: ‘The Tree of Life’
by Tina Neely

W

here did we come from, where are
we now, and where are we going?
Audiences are left pondering these
and other questions after watching Terrence
Malick’s visually stunning and intricately plot-

ted film, “The Tree of Life.” The movie premiered at the 2011 Cannes Film Festival and
was awarded the Palme d’Or (Golden Palm),
the highest prize offered at this prestigious
competition.
A quote from the book of Job sets the tone
for the beginning of the film: “Where wast thou
when I laid the foundations of the Earth?”
From there, the movie takes viewers on a journey through the childhood of an unfulfilled
man who grew up in 1950s Waco, Texas. Brad
Pitt stars as the father of Jack, the main character, and the film quickly tells us about the
tension in their home.
The film hinges upon another vital quote,
which says “There are two ways through life
— the way of nature and the way of grace. You
have to choose which one you’ll follow.”
Brad Pitt’s character represents nature
as he raises his boys to fight for survival, both
physically and mentally. Viewers see this fighting instinct lived out in the character’s life as
he struggles to grasp the American dream,
never quite making it.
On the other hand, Jessica Chastain,
Jack’s mother, represents grace. She is the soft
voice, comforting and guiding her children
even in the midst of their father’s oppressive
suggestions and behavior.
Jack’s story of internal and external conflict is told in a nonlinear fashion. Images of his
childhood, adult life, creation and even the end
of times are mixed together throughout the film.
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Viewers often either love or hate this style of
storytelling, as some are left wondering what’s
going on while others are thoroughly engaged
in the film. If you’re willing to be patient and
think deeply about scenes and situations, then
this movie is definitely for you. If you prefer a
straightforward plot and linear timeline, then
“The Tree of Life” might be difficult to watch.
I’ve heard the film described as “beautiful
crap” from one student and “one of the best
representations of the Christian faith” from
another. Though the first opinion was likely
just a comment on the film style rather than
on the content, the second comment is worth
further dissection. When watching “The Tree
of Life,” what do people think of Christianity?
Is our faith properly represented in the film?
Can the movie provide an opportunity for us
to spread the Word? I challenge you to answer
these questions, not only with this film but
with others like it.
Admittedly, I was only interested in seeing “The Tree of Life” after hearing of its representation of the Christian faith from a friend.
After speaking with her, I wanted to answer
these questions and be able to discuss this and
similar films with nonbelievers.
So far, having experienced and thought
about “The Tree of Life” has proven useful and
encouraging. Even if you prefer linear timelines and direct plots, I would suggest attempting to watch the film, if only for the sake of
spiritual contemplation.
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Her Brother Plays in the NFL
Freshman basketball player Deborah Chandler comes from an athletic family.
by Jesse Silk

S

cott Chandler of the Buffalo Bills has
finally emerged as a starting tight end
in the NFL, and he and his family are
no strangers to Cedarville University. Scott’s
brother, Nathan, who was also a successful
player, quarterbacking the University of Iowa
in 2003, was Resident Director of the Hill. Nathan’s wife also graduated from Cedarville.
Scott’s sister, Deborah, is a freshman this
year at Cedarville and plays basketball for the
Lady Jackets. In the following interview, Deborah describes what it is like to be the sibling
of a professional athlete and emphasizes God
as at the center of it all.
Q: You and Scott are not the only athletes
in your family; your brother Nathan was a quarterback at the University of Iowa. What was it
like growing up in such an athletic family?
Deborah Chandler: People might think
that it’s a lot of pressure, but it really wasn’t.
My parents were really good about letting each
of us choose our own path.
Actually, I got taken out of school because
we would travel every weekend to go see them
play in Iowa, so I was homeschooled for five
years of my life. Also, what a lot of people don’t
know is that I have a sister, and she played basketball at John Brown University in Arkansas.
So, it’s always been encouraged that we
had extra-curricular activities, but I think the
main thing that was pushed was just sticking
with stuff and really striving to be the best that
you can be at one thing.
Q: How often do people realize that your
brother is a professional football player? When
they do, do they treat you differently at all?
Chandler: I don’t really broadcast it like,
“Hi! My brother plays for the Buffalo Bills.” So I
think people’s first reaction is that they’re mad
that I didn’t tell them, because it is pretty cool.
It’s so weird, because obviously he’s just
my brother, so I’m like, “He’s really not that
cool guys, don’t worry about it.” But I find myself trying not to tell people — not because I
think they’d treat me differently. I don’t know,
I just don’t want to be rude about it. I like it
when other people tell, I don’t mind that.
Q: What was your family doing when
Scott was drafted in 2007? Were you glued to
the TV screen, hoping that he’d be picked?
Chandler: We were all in my living room
in Texas watching the screen, and actually, he
was outside. He gets the call from San Diego
and he goes outside, and me and my mom and
my sister are in inside, and my mom says, “Who
is he talking to? Who’s on the phone?” Before he
even could come in to tell us, across the screen
[it says] “Scott Chandler to the San Diego Chargers,” so we were freaking out; it was really cool.
Q: The last few seasons, Scott was trying
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to make it with a few different teams, but didn’t does obviously. Me being his little sister, we
really catch on with a team until recently. Was don’t really talk about that stuff. When we’re
he or your family discouraged after the ups and home together, we’ll go out and play horse in
downs of signings and releases?
the backyard, but I always win.
Chandler: It was really frustrating at
Q: Being from Texas, how did you find out
some points, going from Dallas to the New about Cedarville? Did you consider going to
York Giants - all over the place. There’s kind of Iowa, where your brothers went?
a joke running in my family; what NFL stands
Chandler: My oldest brother Nathan for is “not for long.”
his wife went here, and she was a good famBut I think he did
ily friend even before
a really good job with
they were married.
it. He has a family
He married her before
himself; he has a wife
her senior year, and so
and two kids. So every
they lived up here totime he’d get traded
gether. He was an RD
he’d have to pick up,
for the Hill, and actumove and, if he had
ally he is pretty well
a house, he’d have to
known around the
sell it. It’s just kind of a
campus, among the
hassle, and I’m sure he
faculty at least.
thought about hanging
That was when
it up a couple times,
Brittany Smart was
but I think this is what
here, and obviously
he wants to do, and he
we were really good
loves it. He knows that
then, so I came up for
he’s good at it, and he
a camp at the end of
did a really good job of
my sophomore year. I
just trusting the Lord
loved it; it was the best
Photo provided by Deborah Chandler
each time. He felt like
camp I’d ever been
this is what he was Deborah Chandler is a big fan of her brother
to, with the way they
Scott Chandler, a tight end for the Buffalo Bills.
supposed to do, so he
treated me and the
just kept pushing. That’s what you have to do.
team. That was when I considered Cedarville,
Q: Scott finally cracked the starting lineup but to be honest, I really didn’t think I was gofor the Bills this year and has caught six touch- ing to come here.
downs this season. What was your reaction
Did I think about Iowa? Not really. I was
when he finally caught his first touchdown?
pretty realistic in my view of myself as a basChandler: I was obviously ecstatic. I was ketball player. I definitely wanted to go D1
upstairs in the Willetts lounge all by myself, when I was younger, but as I got older, I realand I just started freaking out because there ized that you need to be really tall and really,
was no one else in there. It was awesome; my really good. So I thought, Division II, which
sister was at that game. It was so cool.
is what we’re transitioning to now, would be
Q: Football is by nature a violent sport; a great option, and Cedarville just had everydo you worry about Scott getting seriously in- thing that I wanted.
jured?
Q: As Christians, how do you think we
Chandler: It’s always a prayer before ev- need to present ourselves in athletics?
ery game that he stays healthy. You don’t want
Chandler: I think a motto that we have
him to get seriously injured, but also because as a basketball team is “Keep the main thing
getting injured in the NFL is like a death sen- the main thing” - Coach Martin says that all
tence. Especially when you’re new like this; the time. But basically that just means keepyou don’t want to lose your spot to anyone else. ing God your priority, no matter if you miss a
Q: The tight end position in football is shot or what happens if the ref calls a bad call,
most commonly associated with skills from you can never let your testimony get ruined bebasketball; many successful tight ends in the cause of your frustration. You always need to
NFL were primarily basketball players in col- remember that Christ is what we play for, and
lege. Do you and Scott discuss any common ultimately, at the end of the day, we’re trying to
ground between your positions, even if they give glory to Him.
are in different sports?
When we break out at every game, no
Chandler: He played basketball in high matter if we’ve won or lost, we always say “For
school - football has always been his better Him,” because this game was always going to
sport. We’ll talk about basketball; I don’t know be for Him. But I think as athletes that’s the
if we mix the two. I probably know a lot of foot- main thing, just always remembering that
ball for a girl, but I don’t know as much as he Christ should be at the forefront of our minds.
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What’s a Relationship Worth to You?
by Bekah Cvetich

V

one.

alue can be lost so easily in today’s culture. If something breaks, it loses its
value. If your microwave stops working,
you don’t go get it fixed, you throw it away and
buy a new one.
Value also disappears if people get bored
with something. When a guy buys a new videogame, he’s excited about it and plays it incessantly and sees it as
extremely valuable.
Then he beats the
game or plays it so
often that it grows
boring to him. So he
buys a new one and
the process starts all
over again.
Then, of course,
something loses value if something new
and better comes along. For example, when
the new iPhone debuted, people with the old
edition suddenly felt like their phones were
worthless. The next phone was better, so they
had to buy the new one.
But I wonder when this process stops.
When will people just stick with the same thing
and be satisfied? If you buy a new microwave,
that one will eventually break and you’ll buy
another. If you buy a new videogame, you’ll
get bored with that one and buy another one.
If you get the new iPhone, the next generation
will come along and you’ll have to get the new

This process goes on and on, building in
people the idea that everything is disposable,
that value can be swept away by brokenness or
boredom or the idea of something better. And
all of a sudden people aren’t just thinking of
objects this way. They’re viewing people this
way.
It’s no wonder the divorce rate is skyrocketing. A marriage gets broken because of lack
of communication or failure to put the toilet
seat down and the couple doesn’t put in the
effort to fix it. Then the woman feels like the
romance is gone because her husband comes
home with gas instead of flowers and she gets
bored. After that, the man begins talking to a
beautiful woman at work and decides she could
be the bigger and better “next generation” of
wife for him. So the two divorce. The value of
their marriage disintegrated because their relationship was broken, the wife got bored and
the husband saw the potential for something
better. Suddenly a vow before God and what
was supposed to be an infinitely valuable relationship got degraded to the value of a broken
microwave.
Sadly, this perception of value also infiltrates the church. As a pastor’s kid, I have witnessed when the church body gets bored with a
pastor’s style of preaching and simply asks him
to resign to find another one. Or the church is
broken because members disagree on an issue
and instead of working it out, they split. The
church should be the one place where people
know the value of others and the value of com-

munity because of how God designed them.
And yet pastors and church bodies are disposable. The loyalty is gone.
It seems to be a matter of selfishness.
Companies shove new products and entertainment in the faces of consumers constantly.
They make it easier and easier to drop one
thing and move to the next because of how
much is available and how often things are updated. They cater to the selfishness of mankind
and the “I want it now” mentality—the fact
that people want to be entertained and served
right now. People don’t want to take time to
get something fixed or work through an issue.
They want everything to be perfect immediately. So things keep changing and people keep
exchanging old for new, whether it be objects
or relationships, and it isn’t surprising that the
world moves so quickly and uncontrollably.
Nothing on this earth is permanent …
especially not with this mindset about value.
This makes me want to hold even tighter to
God: the one permanent thing in this world.
You can’t get a new God. He never changes. There is no new edition of God; He does get
better and better as your relationship with him
grows, but that’s not Him changing, it’s your
eyes being opened to how great He really is.
Even when we sinned against Him and
broke our relationship with Him, God still pursued us. He didn’t go make something better.
He still viewed us in our wretched condition
as valuable. If we as Christians are to emulate Him, we should be viewing each other the
same way.
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Moonlight Madness
Photos by Stuart Li

Above, the men’s
basketball team gets
amped during the
annual Moonlight
Madness event the
signals the beginning of
basketball season. The
men open at home Nov.
12 at 7:30 p.m. against
Roberts Wesleyan.
At left, the women
scrimmage at Moonlight
Madness. Their first
home game is Nov. 19
at 5:30 p.m. against
Hillsdale.

Not only were
the basketball
teams getting
ready for the
season, so
were the bee
and pep band.

